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THE OLD IRON FORGE— " VALLEY FORGE." 

BY HOWARD M. JENKINS. 

The encampment of the American army at Valley Forge 
has invested the place with a permanent interest which 
makes every authentic detail in relation to it worthy of at- 
tention. I have therefore collected some data referring to 
the earliest buildings of importance which stood on the 
encampment grounds. These include : 

1. The iron forge from which the place has derived its 
name. It was called Mountjoy Forge by its first owners, 
though commonly known, later, as Valley Forge, and was 
built by a partnership composed of Stephen Evans, Daniel 
Walker, and Joseph Williams, between December, 1742, 
and April, 1751. It stood on the lower (east) side of Valley 
Creek, in what is now Montgomery County, and was burned 
by the British in September, 1777. 

2. A saw-mill on Valley Creek, which was built between 
1751 and 1757. 

3. A grist-mill on Valley Creek, built by John Potts in 
1758 or 1759, and burned down in the spring of 1843. 

4. The head-quarters mansion, built also, it is presumed, 
by John Potts, perhaps in 1758 or 1759, in connection with 
the work on the grist-mill, and now standing, carefully 
preserved by the Valley Forge Memorial Association. 

5. The larger mansion-house, now known as the " Wash- 
ington Inn," built before the Revolution, probably by some 
of the Potts family, and used by the American army during 
the encampment. 

The most interesting and important of all these, of course, 
is the head-quarters mansion. Its history, no doubt, will 
in time be minutely traced by some one. In the present 
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paper I have given most attention to the two points of (1) 
the location and (2) the history of the old forge, which doubt- 
less is next in interest to the head-quarters mansion. To de- 
termine the question whether this forge stood on the lower 
(Montgomery County) side of Valley Creek or on the upper 
(Chester County) side, I have made examination of con- 
veyances of land recorded in the office of the Recorder of 
Deeds, in Philadelphia. These researches, though not ex- 
haustive (as I was not making a brief of title), are conclusive, 
as will be seen below, of the fact that the original forge 
stood on the lower side of Valley Creek, in Philadelphia 
(now Montgomery) County. Indeed, the evidence of this is 
so entirely clear and so readily accessible that it seems 
somewhat surprising that a question should ever have arisen 
concerning it. 

THE EARLIEST CONVEYANCES. 

Upon searching the records of deeds, I found a convey- 
ance, of which the following memoranda give the essential 
points : 

Eelease, December 13, 1742, Stephen Evans and Daniel Walker, both 
of Tredyffrin township, Chester county, yeomen, to Isaac Walker of the 
same township, yeoman, for 175 acres of land, the tract being bounded 
and described as follows : 

" Beginning at a small gum by the Valley Creek, thence north 84 
degrees east, by part of the same land, 72 perches, to a Spanish oak ; 
thence north 16 degrees east, by the Widow Edwards's land, 222 perches 
to a Spanish oak, by the river Schuylkill ; thence up the several courses 
of the said river 228 perches, to the mouth of Valley Creek, thence up 
the several courses of the same creek, 214 perches to the place of begin- 
ning, containing 175 acres." 

This description, it is obvious, is that of the tract of land 
at the confluence of Valley Creek with the Schuylkill River, 
— on the east side of the creek and south side of the river, 
— it being the ground on which the Washington head- 
quarters building now stands, and including a considerable 
part of the encampment site. 

Having fixed the place, we may with interest inquire how 
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these grantors of 1742, Stephen Evans and Daniel "Walker, 
farmers in Tredyffrin, acquired their title. The recital of 
this in this conveyance is quite extended. First it recites 
the grant by William Penn to his daughter, Letitia Penn, 
October 24, 1701, of the "Manor of Mount Joy," supposed 
to contain seven thousand eight hundred acres, at a yearly 
rent of one beaver skin. Prom her the several conveyances 
down to Evans and "Walker had been as follows : 

1. Letitia (Penn) and her husband William Aubrey, July 10, 1730, to 
Sir Archibald Grant, " of that part of Great Britain called Scotland," 
the conveyance being for the whole Manor of Mount Joy, excepting 
such parts as had actually been sold and conveyed by the Aubreys. 

2. December 10, 1735, deed to William Wilkinson, by Sir Archibald 
Grant, for the whole property, as conveyed to him. 

3. An "indenture of release tripartite," June 22, 1736, the three 
parties to it being (a) William Wilkinson, of the parish of St. James, 
in the liberty of Westminster, and county of Middlesex, England, sur- 
viving assignee of the real and personal estate of John Thompson, late 
of London, merchant, against whom a commission of bankruptcy had 
been awarded; (b) the said John Thompson; and (c) William Penn, 1 
" called of Kingston Bowrey, in the County of Sussex, Esq.," — it being 
a conveyance by Wilkinson and Thompson to William Penn of " All 
that the aforesaid Manor of Mount Joy," etc. 

4. William Penn, by a deed or letter of attorney, February 16, 1740-41, 
constituted James Logan, of Stenton, and William Logan, of Philadel- 
phia, merchant, his attorneys, and they, — 

5. Conveyed, February 1, 1741-42, to Stephen Evans and Daniel 
Walker 175 acres, (it being the same property which Evans and Walker 
now conveyed to Isaac Walker.) 

OWNERSHIP OF EVANS, WALKER, AND WILLIAMS. 

The tract of one hundred and seventy-five acres was thus 
fixed by this conveyance in the hands of Isaac "Walker on 
December 13, 1742. This was evidently only a step prece- 
dent to an arrangement for a new ownership by three per- 
sons, and probably the improvement of the property. Five 
days afterwards, December 18, 1742, Isaac "Walker and Sarah, 
his wife, reconveyed the tract (with precisely the same metes 

1 This was the grandson of William Penn the Founder, being the son 
of William Penn, Jr. 
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and bounds, and the same extended recitation of title) to 
Stephen Evans and Daniel "Walker (from whom Isaac had 
just received it), and Joseph Williams, of Lower Merion, 
miller. 

Joseph Williams, as stated in the deed, was a resident of 
Lower Merion, and a miller by occupation. (I find that, 
April 11, 1738, he and his wife Sarah executed a mortgage of 
their farm in Lower Merion — two hundred acres — to Hugh 
Jones, for two hundred pounds, and paid it off in 1750.) 
Without inquiring concerning him very particularly, it may 
be reasonably inferred that, being a miller, he was interested 
in utilizing the water-power of Valley Creek, upon which, 
from the description, no mills had yet been erected, — at this 
place, at least. 

In the Pennsylvania Gazette, April 4, 1751, there appears 
this advertisement : 

TO BE SOLD. 

The third part of Mountjoy Forge, Situate in Upper 
Merion, on the river Schuylkill, by the great road, 
leading from Philadelphia, to the French-creek iron- 
works, 20 miles from Philadelphia, and not so far 
distant from 3 furnaces ; the said works are in good 
repair, with one third of the utensils to he sold ; also 
one hundred and twenty acres of land belonging 
thereto. For title and terms inquire of Daniel 
Walker, living near the said premises. 

The advertisement, it will be observed, fixes the forge as 
being " situate in Upper Merion" Township, that being the 
lower (east) side of Valley Creek, in what is now Mont- 
gomery County. It also shows that the forge had been 
built in the interval between December, 1742, and April, 
1751. 

Why Daniel Walker desired to sell his one-third is not 
explained, nor is it important. Six months later it seems 
that his two partners were inclined to sell their shares also, 
for on September 26, 1751, this advertisement appears in 
the Pennsylvania Gazette : 
Vol. xvii. — 28 



434 The Old Iron Forge—" Valley Forge." 

Philadelphia, September 26, 1751. 

ON the feventh day of the Eighth Month, com- 
monly called October, will be fold by auction, 
or publick vendue, by the fubfcribers, two thirds of 
about 375 acres of land, joining and near the mouth 
of Valley Creek and Schuylkill, most of it unclear'd ; 
with two thirds of a forge or iron-works with the 
said land ; also two thirds of a faw-mill on the said 
premises. The faid forge and faw-mill ftand in a 
very convenient place for custom and timber; and 
both ftand close by a publick road leading to Phila- 
delphia. Any perfon or perfons inclining to purchafe 
the above premifes, by applying to the fubfcribers, 
may know the terms of fale before, or at the day of 
fale. The title is indifputable. Stephen Evans, 
Joseph Williams. 

CONVEYANCES TO JOHN POTTS. 

What resulted from these advertisements, if anything, I 
have not developed, but the property was ultimately sold to 
John Potts. There is on record a deed, made March 12, 
1757, by the executors of Stephen Evans, conveying his 
one-third of the forge property to John Potts. The grantors 
in this deed are described as " Mary Stephens, of the Town- 
ship of Tredyfl'rin, in the county of Chester, [etc.], and 
Abijah Stephens, both of the said township, yeomen," 
" they, the said Mary, Abijah, and [a blank in the record] 
being the executors named in the last will and testament of 
Stephen Evans, late of the same township, deceased," etc. 
The deed recites tbe death of Stephen Evans, and that he 
left a will dated February 21, 1754. It says that he had 
become in his lifetime the owner in fee of an undivided one- 
third part of "a certain Iron Forge, saw-mill, and three 
tracts or parcels of land, one of the said tracts, on part 
whereof the said Iron Forge and saw-mill are erected, being 
situate in the said county of Philadelphia, part of the Manor 
of Mountjoy," etc. The metes and bounds of this tract 
being given, they prove to be precisely the same as in the 
deeds of 1742, above described, and the content remains 
one hundred and seventy-five acres. The conveyance by 
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Isaac and Sarah Walker to Evans, Walker, and Williams, 
December 18, 1742, is recited. 

The language above will be observed, — " one of the said 
tracts, on part whereof the said Iron Forge and saw-mill 
are erected, being situate in the said county of Philadelphia, 
part of the Manor of Mountjoy." Besides confirming the 
statement of the advertisement of Daniel Walker as to the 
location of the forge on the Philadelphia side of Valley 
Creek, it also shows that there was now a saw-mill on the 
property, which, as it was not mentioned in the advertise- 
ment in 1751, had presumably been erected meantime. 

The grantee, in this deed of 1757, " John Potts, of the 
Manor of Douglass, in the county of Philadelphia, Esquire," 
was the distinguished iron-master (the son of Thomas Potts, 
one of the pioneers of iron-making in Pennsylvania), born 
at Germantown in 1710, died at Pottsgrove in 1768. Details 
concerning him and his varied activities are extremely inter- 
esting, but need not be given here. Mrs. James, in her admi- 
rable " Memorial of the Potts Family" (Cambridge, Massa- 
chusetts, 1874), has worthily presented them. He was already 
largely engaged in the iron industry, and he and his sons 
continued to be for many years concerned in the ownership 
of the property at Valley Forge ; so much so, indeed, that 
it has been a common supposition that the forge was estab- 
lished by some of them, which, as has been shown, was 
not the case. 

The other two tracts, in which John Potts was now buying 
a one-third interest from the Evans executors, were very 
probably woodland, intended to furnish fuel to the forge. 
One of them lay on the upper side of Valley Creek, but 
did not extend to the river. It included one hundred acres, 
and was " situate in Charles Town, in the county of Chester, 
part of the manor of Bilton, beginning at a white oak near 
Valley Creek, thence south 80 degrees west by vacant land, 
136 perches to a heap of stones, near a small marked chest- 
nut, thence north 15 degrees west, by land late of John 
Jones, 166 perches to a post by the side of Philadelphia 
road, thence north 86 degrees east, by the said road 64 
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perches to a white oak saplin, thence south 82 degrees east 
by the said road 31 perches to a sugar tree, standing by the 
side of the Valley Creek, and thence up the several courses 
of the said creek, and on the same, 208 perches to the place 
of beginning" (being the same which John Jones and Jane, 
his wife, December 16, 1742, conveyed to Stephen Evans, 
Daniel Walker, and Joseph Williams). The third tract, 
also in Charlestown (one hundred and one acres), had also 
been bought of John and Jane Jones, December 18, 1742. 
It was not on Valley Creek. 

This deed to John Potts by the executors of Stephen 
Evans also mentions that on Tract No. 2 there had been a 
reservation to John Parry of a water right on Valley Creek, 
" of erecting a dam or ware" across it at such place as he 
should think best " for watering his adjacent meadow 
ground," and to dig earth and gravel at or near the bank 
of the creek, to make the dam, and that this right had been 
conveyed to Stephen Evans by John Parry's executors in 
1741. The conveyance now made to John Potts is for the 
undivided one-third in all three of the tracts. The pur- 
chase-money is two hundred pounds, sixteen shillings, lawful 
money of Pennsylvania. The conveyance included " All 
and every the messuages, tenements, houses, outhouses, 
buildings, improvements, Eorges, Iron works, Tools, uten- 
sils, materials, stock, mines, minerals, ore-quarries, mill 
dams, mill races, [etc.] unto the said Iron Forge, saw-mill, 
and 3 Tracts of Land belonging." 

By what conveyance John Potts acquired the other two- 
thirds interest in the property which had belonged to Daniel 
Walker and Joseph Williams, and which they advertised 
for sale in September, 1751, I have not ascertained. He 
may have bought it previously. At any rate, he became, 
about 1757, the owner of the entire property. 

CONVEYANCES TO JOHN POTTS'S SONS. 

The next document of which I took notes is a deed by 
John Potts, Esq., of Pottsgrove, and Ruth, his wife, March 
24, 1768, to John Potts, Jr. (his son), of East Nantmeal 
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Township, Chester County, iron-master. The consideration 
is three thousand five hundred pounds. It conveys 

"All that Iron Forge, called or known by the name of Mountjoy 
Forge, saw-mill and grist-mill, and three tracts or parcels of land . . . 
Together with all the working tools, bellows, hammers, anvils, gears, 
utensils, and implements to the said iron-works and mills respectively 
belonging or therewith used." 

Then, the following day, March 25, 1768, there is another 
deed, in which John Potts, Jr., of East ISTantmeal, iron- 
master, and Margaret, his wife, are grantors, conveying to 
John Potts, Sen., for five hundred pounds, — 

"A certain messuage or tenement, grist-mill, saw-mill, and a small 
piece of land thereunto belonging, situate in Upper Merion township, 
in the said county of Philadelphia, beginning at a post on the east side 
of Valley Creek, where the Great Road leading to the City of Phila- 
delphia crosses the said creek, thence by the said road south 80 degrees 
east 18 perches, thence by the said John Potts, Jr.'s land, north 11 
degrees East, 8 perches, north 80 degrees west 5 perches, north 11 
degrees east 10 perches, East 40 perches, and north 11 degrees east 
[blank] perches to the Eiver Schuylkill, thence up the same river, by 
the several courses thereof to the north side of the said Valley Creek, 
thence up the said Creek to the place of beginning, containing [blank] 
acres and [blank] perches of land." " Also one other piece or parcel of 
land, supposed to contain about 40 acres, situate between the aforesaid 
great road and a road leading to the plantation of a certain David 
Stephen. Also the free right and liberty of the mill race in the channel 
it runs now through the said John Potts, Jr.'s other land, and sufficient 
freeboard on both sides of the said race to come to the dam belonging 
to the said mills," etc. It being part of the 175 acres "called the Forge 
Tract," conveyed by John Potts, Sen., to John Potts, Jr., the day before. 

Endorsed on the back of this deed, the same date (March 
25, 1768), is a conveyance of this property by John Potts, 
Sen., and wife, to Joseph Potts for five shillings. (Joseph 
was another son of John, Sen., and brother of the younger 
John. See details below.) Prom the description of the 
metes and bounds it is obvious that it includes the land in 
the corner formed by Valley Creek and the Schuylkill, and 
therefore the " messuage or tenement" built upon it may 
have been the present head-quarters mansion. 
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May 10, 1768, John Potts, Jr., still of East Nantmeal, 
iron-master, conveyed the whole one hundred and seventy- 
five acres to Joseph Potts, of the city of Philadelphia, mer- 
chant (the brother just named). It is described : " All 
that Iron Forge, called or known by the name of the 
Mount Joy Forge, saw-mill, & grist-mill, and 3 tracts or 
parcels of land, thereunto belonging, one of them whereon 
the said forge and mills stand situate in Upper Merion 
Township, in the county of Philadelphia, it being part of 
the reputed manor of Mount Joy." 

These conveyances therefore lodged the whole of the one 
hundred and seventy-five acres in the possession of Joseph 
Potts. 

DESCRIPTIONS IN JOHN POTTS'S WILL. 

John Potts, Seu., died at his home (Pottsgrove, now Potts- 
town) June 6, 1768, a few weeks after the execution of the 
deeds described above. He had made his will about a year 
before (April 24, 1767), and in it had made disposition of 
his Valley Forge properties in the clauses which are given 
below, and which, though they became void as to these 
properties by his sale of them in his lifetime, I insert 
here because they afford some additional descriptive details : 

"Whereas I stand seized of a certain Grist Mill in the County of 
Philadelphia, known by the name of the Valley Mill, & of a small piece 
of ground thereunto belonging bounded & described as follows, Viz. 
beginning at the Valley Creek, where the Great road crosses it thence 
along the same road towards Philadelphia by the Gardens to the fence 
of the field on the North side of the said road fence along the said fence 
to the barn-yard, thence along the fence between the garden & said 
barn-yard to the road leading to Schuylkill, thence along the same road 
to the other side of the barn-yard next Schuylkill, & thence up the 
barn-yard fence through the field to the middle of the old orchard in 
the Hollow, thence by a straight line to Schuylkill, thence up Schuylkill 
to the mouth of the Valley Creek to the place of beginning, And 
whereas I have also a tract of land, supposed to contain about 40 acres 
situate & lying between the Great Road leading from the Valley Creek 
to Philadelphia & a road leading to the plantations of a certain David 
Stephens, & whereas I have also reserved & am entitled unto for me my 
heirs & assigns forever the free use & benefit of the water running to 
the said mill with full liberty of cleansing & repairing the Race, & 
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amending & keeping in repair the dam at all times when necessary, It 
is my will & I do hereby order and direct my Executor hereafter named 
within a convenient time after my decease to make sale of the said Mill 
& Lands with the privileges above mentioned & all & singular other the 
Hereditaments & appurtenances whatsoever thereunto belonging. 

" Whereas I have agreed & bargained with my sons Samuel & John 
for the sale of all my estate interest & title of in & to Warwick furnace 
& the lands, ores, hereditaments & appurtenances thereunto belonging, 
in the County of Chester, & of all my estate interest & title of in & to 
the Valley Forge, with the lands, hereditaments & appurtenances thereto 
belonging, (the Valley Mill & the lands & privileges hereinbefore men- 
tioned only excepted), in the Counties of Philadelphia & Chester, for 
the sum of four thousand five hundred pounds, which said sum of money 
should have been paid to me the 1st day of April, A.D. 1765, with 
interest from that time: It is my will & I do give & devise for the con- 
sideration afs d unto my Sons Samuel & John & unto their heirs & 
assigns forever, all my estate, title, interest, property, claim & demand 
whatsoever of into & out of the said Furnace forge, land, hereditaments, 
& appurtenances thereunto respectively belonging, (except as before 
excepted), they paying the residue of the said four thousand five hun- 
dred pounds with the interest as afs d ." 

It may be repeated, in order to guard against misunder- 
standing, that the above clauses of John Potts's will became 
void, so far as the Valley Forge property was concerned, by 
the conveyances which he made of it to his sons in his life- 
time. I cite them mainly because of the additional descrip- 
tive details which they furnish. 

JOHN POTTS'S SONS AND VALLEY FORGE. 

As we have seen, the whole Valley Forge tract east of 
Valley Creek — the one hundred and seventy-five acres on 
which the forge, the mills, and other buildings stood — 
became the property of Joseph Potts in May, 1768. It may 
be best, at this point, to speak more distinctly as to the 
several sons of John Potts, Sen., who were at this time, or 
thereafter, connected with the Valley Forge property. John 
Potts, Sen., and his wife Ruth (Savage), of Pottsgrove, had 
thirteen children, of whom eleven married and founded 
families. Those who need be mentioned are : 

1. Thomas, of Pottsgrove, "Colonel Thomas" of Eevolutionary times, 
member of the Assembly, born 1735, died 1785. General Washington 



440 The Old Iron Forge—" Valley Forge." 

was several times his guest at his mansion at Pottsgrove (originally 
built by John Potts, Sen.), and Mrs. James says, "it was here, doubt- 
less, that Washington formed the plan to winter his army at Valley 
Forge on the property of Thomas's brothers." 

2. Samuel, of Pottsgrove, member of the Colonial Assembly, born 
1736, died 1793. He was interested in the conduct of the iron-works at 
Valley Forge, with his brother John, in 1765. 

3. John, the Judge and " Loyalist," born 1738. He was interested 
with Samuel in the Valley Forge works for a time, and, as we have 
seen, received the property from his father and conveyed it to Joseph 
in 1768. 

4. David, merchant in Philadelphia, born 1741, died at Valley Forge, 
1798. He owned the large mansion (now Washington Inn) at the time 
of the encampment, and was engaged, with his brother Joseph and their 
cousin Thomas Hockley, in carrying on the Valley Forge works in 1767 
and later. 

5. Joseph, of Philadelphia, born 1742, died near Frankford (Phila- 
delphia), 1804. He acquired the whole of the Valley Forge property, 
1768, and was of the firm of Potts, Hockley & Potts, conducting the 
forge in 1767 and later. 

6. Isaac, of Valley Forge, owner of the head-quarters mansion and of 
the grist-mill at the time of the encampment, born 1750, died at Chel- 
tenham, 1803. (It was he who saw Washington on his knees, at prayer, 
in the woods at Valley Forge.) 

It thus appears that five of the brothers (Samuel, John, 
David, Joseph, and Isaac) were some time owners of the 
Valley Forge property, or interested in business upon it. 
John's interest, however, was brief; it began in 1765, and 
ceased entirely in 1768, when he sold to Joseph. Isaac's 
interest in the iron-works operations was after the Revo- 
lution, and then related to the new forge. It remains, 
therefore, that Samuel, David, and Joseph were those 
mainly concerned in operating the old forge. 

Before the death of John Potts, the elder, he had arranged 
(as appears by his will) with his sons Samuel and John, at 
least as early as 1765, for them to take and carry on the 
forge. The purchase-money, the will says, was to have 
been paid April 1, 1765, and the agreement may have taken 
effect even earlier than that. Mrs. James mentions an old 
inventory of personal property made by Samuel and John 
when they took possession, amounting to twelve hundred 
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and fourteen pounds, six shillings, and nine pence, but she 
does not give any date with it. 

Samuel and John may have conducted the forge, then, 
from 1765 to 1767. In that year the firm of Potts, Hockley 
& Potts began to manage it, — Joseph and David Potts, and 
their cousin, Thomas Hockley. Mrs. James gives an " In- 
ventory taken at Mountjoy Forge, June 12, 1767, by Potts, 
Hockley & Potts." How long they continued is not ascer- 
tained. The next year, 1768, the ownership of the property 
passed to Joseph, as has been stated above, by the deeds 
from his father and his brother John. 

THE VAKIOUS BUILDINGS. 

Of the old forge Mrs. James (writing about 1874) says, — 

" The site of this old forge, which was burned by the British more 
than two months before the American army encamped there, is now 
covered by water, and is at the foot of Mount Joy, and more than half a 
mile above the Valley mill. The new dam, which was built lower down 
the creek after the Eevolution, and which . . . had been long contem- 
plated, raised the water-level and covered the foundation. The new 
works, erected soon after the close of the war, were built near where the 
present factory stands." 

Mrs. James gives copies of accounts with John Potts, Sen., 
in 1759, showing that the grist-mill was built that year (or, 
as appears from the dates, more probably in 1758), being 
almost immediately after he purchased of the Stephen 
Evans executors, and she adds this statement : 

" I am inclined to think that the building of the house, afterwards 
Washington's head-quarters, is included in this account, and that both 
[it and the grist-mill] were erected at the same time." 

If this surmise is correct, the head-quarters mansion dates 
from 1758 or 1759. It has already been stated that there 
was a " messuage or tenement" here when John Potts, Sen., 
conveyed to Joseph, in 1768. As it will be an important 
point for the historian of the head-quarters to fix its age 
precisely, I leave this point without further comment. Isaac 
Potts, it seems, had bought part of the one hundred and 
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seventy-five acres from Joseph by 1773, for an agreement 
between them in that year, cited by Mrs. James, shows that 
he (Isaac) then owned the grist-mill and Joseph the forge. 
When the war movements of 1777 drew near the place, Isaac 
was living in the head-quarters mansion, and the larger one 
(Washington Inn) was used as a summer residence by David 
Potts, whose home was in Philadelphia. Mrs. James 
says,— 

" His family resided there [V. F.] during the summer, in the large 
house, situated on the Great Road, above Washington's head-quarters. 
When the army occupied Valley Forge, this stone house was taken for 
the officers' rendezvous and a bakery. I have never seen any engraving 
of this building, which is now [probably 1874] much disfigured by 
fanciful iron balconies and railings painted yellow, but an antique wall 
of dressed stone still surrounds it, enclosing many fine old trees. It was 
probably the first mansion erected on the estate. . . . The large ovens 
for baking the army bread were built in the cellar of the house, and 
were taken out only a few years ago." ' 

Mrs. James does not give any very definite evidence that 
this mansion-house was built earlier than the head-quarters, 
though it may have been. If the latter was built, as pre- 
viously suggested, at the same time with the grist-mill, in 
1758 or 1759, the greater age of the " Inn" mansion would 
be doubtful. Mrs. James points out the passage in the will 
of John Potts, Sen., 1768, where the line of the lot of ground 
attached to the grist-mill passes " up the barn-yard fence" 
to the "middle of the old orchard in the Hollow," etc., 
these descriptions apparently referring to the surroundings 
of the " Inn" mansion, but this was several years after the 
date already suggested for the erection of the head-quarters. 

The grist-mill was the place of the exciting episode, 
shortly after the battle at Brandywine, when Alexander 
Hamilton, then a lieutenant-colonel, accompanied by Captain 

1 Letter of the Board of War to President Wharton, August 30, 1777 : 

" Sir,— There is a large quantity of Flour spoiling for Want of baking. It lies at 

Valley Forge ; I am directed to request of you that you with the Council will be pleased 

to order Furloughs to be given to six Bakers out of the Militia, for the purpose of baking 

the Flour into hard biscuit. Col. Dewees will receive your order and endeavor to find 

out the Bakers. 

" Rich. Petebs Sec." 
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Lee ("Light-horse Harry"), came in haste, with a small 
•party from the latter's troop, to destroy the stores of grain 
and flour, and, being hotly pressed by the British, barely 
escaped. (The account will be found cited in Day's " His- 
torical Collections," though it is slightly confused and 
cannot be altogether accurate; and Lossing also gives it, 
more concisely.) This mill was carried on by Isaac Potts 
" until near the close of the century." It was burned down 
in the spring of 1843 by a spark from a locomotive on the 
railroad. Mrs. Ogden, cited by Mrs. James (p. 219), says, — 

" It stood near the railroad, and was much larger than the mill my 
father built higher up the race the next year, now [1868] used as a 
paper-mill. The old mill had very massive timbers used in its building, 
which were unharmed by time, and I heard say the burrs were the best 
in the country ; they were all destroyed by the fire. ... If the house 
[the head-quarters] is as old as the mill, it has stood the storms of over a 
century well. There are the same doors and window-shutters (as well 
as sash) as when the house was built." 



